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During the years from 1930 to 1933, I wus comsanding officer of the
fortifications near LOETZER (BALT PRUSSIA) and in that capeeity subordinate
to the Gmader of Defenge Ares 'I' - GENERAL won BLUMBERG, leter FIELD
MARSHALL end WAR MINISTER (or Secretary of State for Waer)., In early spring
of 1933 I wss discharged i‘mm aotive duty with a pension anri the rank of
%EMJW, becsuse ny views on world effsire in genersl were not in o
agcord with those aemptable; for an officer of n future ARMY, crested on
tha besis of a i‘iatimal Soeialietic ptate, so I was informed by the of fice
of GEN. von BLOYDFRG through his Chief of Staff GEN. von REICHENAU (later
PIFLD-MARSHALL), No doubt , he wes perfectly right about that. ﬁe;erthw
less, several months later I was again sumoned for active duty beceuge
1t become evident thet in view of the spssmodic and tremendous izmmsa
in the pize of the ARMY they could not dlapense sltogether with the battle« '
sensoned officers of the old school., I accepted the agspnintmaﬁt of'fered,
which by the way, was not & very influentisl one, just becsuse I was &
svldier 1iving en a pension. On the other hand, I realived that Neslimm
. eould @niy be fought effectively if one was on active duty heving some
sphers of sotion in an officiaml capeeity. From the very begianing 1 vas
‘stersly opposed to the Netionel-Socialist movement, because I had not ome
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moment 's doubt sbout the divection it would vroceed in! Toving my country
as a-Gefmﬁn and belny o Eﬁthalia, I wvee oppreesed with gloomy farsbéaingﬁ
- for thq‘fﬁture of the Gerzan people, wiis were then suffering b#dly unaaf
the haav? shackles of the Treaty of Versellles, snd under such clroums
stan&ae would be inelined only too eaelily to fall & prey by listening to
those entiéiag gounds and follow men ghe’pﬁomiémd them a better futurel
Although under the skilled leedershiy of the Uovermment by éei@hﬁkansler.'
BRUENING, there wae & perceptibile improvement, the tulk of the netion,
gartieulnrly'large nusbsre of unemployed workers, could not ygf raﬁlié&
the fact spd drew the congsquences of & lost VBT |

My hostile sttitude towards Fazism couldn't Ve kept hidden vﬁry.lang
from party funotionaries. The consequence of it wes thet I wee consored
by the Party, this in GLEIVITZ ee well, where I wes in garrison from
October 1933 to Hovember 1935, and alsc in KOESLIN, where I had been |
transferred subgequently; thet finally caused the complaints againet me
made to WARMINISTYR won BIOWBVRG as enrly es 1935. Having these emgea l
prpfair&d ageinet me, I was transferred in Cotober 1936 o HANAT a@ Coxto
monding Officer of trained Reserves in thet ares, The p&rt?h@onﬁitions
in that town disclosed a very undesirsble sltuation. Mstrict-Governor
(Londrat) and Director of Folice (Polizeidirector) and (PARTY) Districte
Lender (Geuleiter}, all In one person, vss LOFBER, & sloieter spd morally
wost corrupt and questioneble person. Joon X grewlvary unropular because

i limited my relations with the letter as well as to other party-functionaries
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only to abeciutely recepesry official business, .avsmiﬂg@; strictly any
soclsl or rrivate velatione., 1 wes blamed for this very much, of course,
also for my refussl to selute with the po~called "GHNMAN Sslute" which
Cwest  "Hell MITLER,® |

My attitude regarding religion csused me to be cslled the "Black
GENERAL® and also, but somovhst less eourtecusly: “THE CATHOLIC DOG,"
“honorable" names 1 did not wind. |
| Conditiona grev worse, when Losger wes veplased by ELIE a8 (FA‘F?T'.{)
niatriatnLQader » though the former retained his office as Districte |
Governor and maintained his "benevolent" attitude tovard me until my
arrest on 10 August 19%44. Flse, o great feverite of GAULEITER SPRENGER,
 wae ﬁmn}-’ of a gtill lower type, if thip was possibls, than Loeser and
®o wse his Staff, eamposed correspondingly. The sscuracy of my opiﬁ:lm
might alone be proven by the fact that soon the NAZIS themselves could
nﬁt get arcund :lt in sentenolng Flee to eight years prisom with hard
 Jabor and the lose of sll cfvil rights for 10 yeure, sfter hie being con-
victed of most sericus crimes in summer 1940, The lesder of the HANAUwSS
and st411 another local group lesder of the PARTY in HANAU received the
same punishment. A big part of the Staff of the Uffice of Districtlesder
m'h. to prison. Else, who claimed in court for his exenerslion that most
of the militery - and publie - office holdere end elso & grest W'aﬁ“
the populace had been kisping his feet in byrantioal éuhﬁieuien . (&ofr# |
_this wmust be admitted), _'has never forgiven me for ay blunt rejemﬁan of
him] | | | o
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In 1938 e mejor attack by the ?i&iéé'f'l‘i&%—--ﬁazi—ﬁm&titamicé& WBE made
againet me uudez*- bie apanawam;u {n the strength of that report the
Deputy Fushver (st thst time) Rudclf G¥ES, mede a report dencuncing me to
the HINIETFRY OF WiR, reprosching me with ny religious attitude a8 shown
ine raollmg on church sffeirs, and 4n addition mentioning the fact th&t |
@y three chil&ran did not z?@rfcm eny duty in ihe HeJe I re-mrteﬁ in
writing to the VARWOFFICE, saying that in regaz-d to my mligiouﬁ attitwis .
and bellefe 2 would mot taka oprders from anyone w}mwﬂr he wight be.

Then I wee informed thet as of 1 Uctober 1939, (whieh vae 'bhe next legally
lndmiﬁmibla perﬁuﬁ af time for discharge) 1 wgs'diseharged fram né‘hiva
service, because as vas stated in the letter from Fleld WMARSHALL RFITEL,
axd I guote, "in 1938 it ves esteblished that yowr sttitude in question
regsrding o general viev of life, iz not in sccord with such r&qﬁirmﬁnﬁ :
as muet be clained from sn officer of @ Hational Soclelist mrmy.” - end
of quote.

The outbreak of the war prevented my discharge, The Pariy function=
aries of HAFAU perssouted ne with their hate; én th.s;, other hand , I eonld
- eptablish the faet that many ordinery Party members bohaved towsrd ma‘ in
8 renlly benevélm‘b‘ manner. Thisz mey be exrlained by the fmet that most
of the of‘fieials, mdiml &aetar:s, lavyers, tradesmn, industrislists, |
vorkers, and famers were fomed sincly to jo:in the FARTY AF m&y add m)t.. _
| went to run the riegk of not only suf‘fe‘rinfg 8ll ks.nﬂaé of severe economic
injury hut of being left without s job aud baaeﬁ:ing destitute!
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An extraorﬁiﬁm‘ily cunning propaganda ayes’:em;, which 15 iteel! had el
dte d4eposal all ﬁh_e wost modern mesne, 1ike radic, press, ‘aovie=ghows and
thesters, had to be considered by the average Gém; if he 'mi‘uéeﬁ to
Join the Party, he would plsce himazéli’ conpletely in lsolation and oute
#lde of the whole peoples' eommmity. ﬁammiﬁad with, snd reinforeing
tlms# prezmgcand# ef forte, & devilish terror uaal palntained of which there
45 no rreviocus exemple in sll wordd historyl! 1If, during the course of
tine, the eyes of nnive and unenspecting people were gradunlly opened, it
was, by then, too late to chenge horees! Secession from the FARTY was
‘ almat. equel to a death mntama! | |
Sueh Party mber&, who wore the party smblen golely a5 a "s&i‘ety-
pin,® holding together thedr cconomic aecurity, dieplayed freguently «
se 1 chuerved -~ & giwing hete against the ¥azd system snd I fx*aqmnily.
had valusble support from mamy of them. '
| e grw'.lm:ﬂy menticned, my- diaclmrge did not teke effect because of _
the outbresk of the %&"AR. At thet time, 1%t wae believad "thsy“ were net
abla to- diap&nse wi‘bh the services of wer-seasoned and experienced 0ffiears.
I wore the insignia of the highest Germen wer distinetion, the order,
“POUR LE MERITE," today rerely eeen, with whick 1 had been decorated for
ﬂiétinguim amim in the World Yer I miﬁ fect ﬁroﬁméd a fronzied
rege in the BAZIS, Terly in September 1939 I left, as C.0. in charge of
the 214 Iw,..z}i:v., for the fromt. The Division was recruited for the
most part from neerty districte of FRANKFURT/MAIN, HANAU, GIESSEN, and
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LOWER FRAKCONIA ami. Increased in size by men from this dlstricty it wee
pleced in aommi’bmmt‘. in the Wewt-VALL between !WRZIG snd DILLINGEN. The
m#,jérity of my mon, mostly sudh of older age~groups, held strong religious
beliefs which faet could be noticed by their numerous voluntary attendances
st chureh service and alec in their recelving the holy sacraments of th@-
Re Co Church. Here sgein, persecution by the PARTY sgeinst my person
could be obgerved, becsuse I oriered preventive nessuree et once agaﬁna‘b
sttempte to sabotege ddvine service. The Chief of my military pelice

" detashment, a certain Lt. Lammerding, s former Ordsneburg zilitery stue
dent, opened up almost & regular office in order to collect data asai.nsﬁ
me. 4 whole series of mcousations were directed against me, For ine
gtence, they criticised me by saying that I protected the churches in
srens not evacumted by the populace, sgainst profene scte or de'seemtim;
by the PARTY, that I hed saved chelices, nonstravces, crucifixep, and
holy vestments,eto. of churches of eveeuated places mcpam to eneny

‘. ertillery fire, end hended these artleles over to the Bishop of TREVESS
that I had facilitated the work of the clergy in seoing to the wante of
¢iviliene and carryling out their clerical duties, &nd that I hed deved
to 9&11 40 account before & nilltary court party functionsries who had
rendered themselves llable to ;unishment and had shown thé dooy to the
Perty district leader (Gauleiterj, who wanted to iﬁterfera in & certpin
case in order to prevent me from bringing the gullty to court. Furthere
wore, that I opposed successfully suggéﬂtimu of the Distrlst Covernor
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of TREVES for the establishment of bordellos (houses of prostitution)
within ny divisionel diztriet, and siniler 'aecusétiona,' eteo. .
{n December 1939 a uniéhty acausatian‘agaﬁﬁat the epirit of'ﬁagiﬁem
ves Eénkad.againsﬁ my record, The p&pnl&cé of plecee in the mbai advanced
parts of the Weet~ball sone hed been evecusted alréad?, ‘before the cute ‘.
bresk of war. Fuprther in the resr, where reserves uﬁd supply traing end
commnicetion columne were bllletted, the m’;:mllme had remained.s In the
uf‘tm of 12 Decenber I recelved s repm'tf from & HAJOR KREHAN, 10@1
comnander of cne af theze pleces, by telephone the perty district leadnr
haé nrﬁemd the populece to 2 aponmmua demonstratlion ageinet the Jjews
for thnt night. Msjor Krehan reported he had told the loesl group lesder
that he would not tolerate such s demonstretion! &t once, I Sssued an
order to the ﬁiviai:m prohibiting excesses agninet the Jewish populacs
awi ordering wy men to prevent such, if nscessary, by foree of érms, aﬁd:
reported these measures to the GEN.-COMMH.4. becsues I had well-founded
ressone, to fear thet alec in the other border districts jewish pogrome |
hed mn‘mma. The Chief of Steff, in the absence of the Comnending
ﬁemral, brusquely refused to give ordere for the protection of the jwlsh
vopulace because in his opinien that wae nob in his province, and declared
h:lmalt' as compelled to report my Incorrect attitude to m. GER ‘voﬁ | |
WITZLEBEN, Commanding Genmersl of the I Army, One hour later he called me
up on the j:shona and reported somewhat dejectedly that Commending GENERAL |
von wxwmmz vas in rull sgreenent with oy m@dmas and had isaﬁe{! an
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order aprlic&bla for the whele ares of the ARYY that excessea spainst
Jewa muﬁt ba grevanteé by all means! : |

Of course, my attituie wes reported Immedlately %o the FARTY by sples,
who could be found even among the officere of my own Staff and wes proﬁptly
recorded against me s & orime, - _ |

tn the whole, the entire "WEHPMACETY was wotched bﬁ‘ﬁpies'of b@th
sexes and every Bﬁﬁ?icia&ﬁ attitude of higher officers wee et once raéortad-
to the FAH?Y or tha GESTAPC.  That wes cn eary wey to rut cneself in favor
of tha "Almighty PARTY" for & gool promotickh. |

Even higher-up purty suthoritles were mobiliszed ageinet ne. ?ar

instense, esrly in December 193¢ Disiriet lLesder WE Iﬁk&lﬁﬂ of Haaaenaﬂaasel
_reported to the Office for ARMY-FERSONNEL, that a certain Li. CARTE, an
officer of my divieian,‘had uttered derogetory remarka on the "Puchrer"

~ in Ootober snd I, being his stperior court bffiaar, hed suppressed the .
case, | | ‘“

The ﬁsni-inelina& Chief of the Office for amﬁxﬁ?saazvn~n, GENTHAL
KEITEL, (brother of the Fieldmsrshall) handed on the aemxgatiou without
further exemination, bty return mail to my office with the following
comment, addedt “The Commanding Ufficer of the 214 INF, DIV. ie here’by
ordared to prepare court-mertial pwecee3ing& sgaingt Lb. Garte and to |
report the steps that have been tsken in the matter.” Erqmptly, I could |
reportt "The C.Us of the 214 INF, "IV, has alresdy opened court-martisl

- proceedings against Lt. Carte 6 veeks ago, and duty reported this in
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ncﬁurﬁancé with aﬁﬁf regulatione to the Office of ﬁﬁ%Y»?ERSQﬁNE@ yramptlf
:on‘tha'ﬁamﬁ dey. This marél blow went home and Cenersl KITKL {kngunriﬁ
.thé‘ﬁﬂﬁy ast LAKEITEL) never forgeve me for thiel By the w&y; it. Ga%ta_
hed found very lentent Judgess he r@ceivea & fine thet could h& payaﬁ.in
NONGY _ | |

Toward theland of 193¢, an event ccenrred that drew uporn me the _
slowing hate of Reichefuehror of £ FTMLIR whicﬁ led Yo my diemirsal fros
duty aé Cey of the 214 INF, DIV, {m 1) Dseerber the following grﬁér

fron the'55 was'reﬁeivad hera: = g

| Every wer emtells the dréining of wmuch of the hest mf:uur blood. ﬁan&
& victory Sy arme means for z nation an annihilsting defest aimﬁltaﬁe&usly
4n the lose of its vital power and its lifeblood. The laés-of'the best of
our vornger nen being & necegsary consequence lementable as 1t is, nmey not
yetrbe the worst of all, Huch woree is the resulting shortage of cffﬁvriag ”
‘not produced during the war by the living and the fellure of others =
falling on the fleld of betile -~ to leave any children behind., The old
, sgyingt dnly‘he who heg children can dle In pesce, must become a truth
.again'in'thia war, especially pe for the "Schutsstaffel™ (fﬁﬁwkf'&.mﬁn.mau_ 
dfe with peaceful mind Jnowing thet his kinefoli, and ull they longed for
| and for which both hﬁ-anﬁ his ancestore heve striven, will be gerpetuatcd_ '
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and re&iiaed through and b:r hﬁ.ﬁ children, The ﬁa@t pmcivﬁs gift to th@_
widow of & wldier, vho hes died on the bettlefield, ie the child of the
‘men whom ghe hes lwad.! . |

" Above end beyond the bounderies of civil lawe ubich, under um;-m
circumstances might perhape be nscespary, it may slso be a :high duty for
German vomen snd girle of pure blood %o become the mothers of children of
soldlers who are leaving home for the bettlefield vhen only fate slone
knows whether they will return home alive or to dfe for Germeny in battle.

_ For the men and women t0o, who by the order of the State sre to re-
nein in the home front, there epplies the 'holy obligation, in these times,
to become once ag;nin fathers and mothers, and besr children.

Hever shall we forget that vietmry of the sword and the sp:!lling of
the blood of our soldiers would be nothing but senseless sacrifice unless
the victory of the child m_xﬂ.tha ecolonization of new lends _weré to follow!

In the Wﬁ&us‘w, neny & soldlier, congoious of a senpe of xfaﬂponagu
bility, and furthernore, in order not to lesve ?:ie; wife vith a still graatér'
‘burden in cese of his death if snother beby ehould arrive, decided to re-
m from producing more children during the wé'r. These reflections and
anxieties are now ne lomger to be conzidered by you men of the &8, bgc#uae
they wers alimimted through the following rulees | |

1) For all l&gitimw and illegitimste children of purs bl@od the
fathers of whom heve died in the war,special spomsers aprointed
personelly by the Heichefushrer of the ~iB- will take over the |
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gusrdisnship, ¥We are standing in_suppért of thése mothers and
shall, ae far as humanly poseible, take cere of the gﬁucatian
aid the material worries entailed in the bringing up of thepe

. children until they become of age; consequently, ro mother or
vidov will be exposed to want or distress.

2} For sll children generated during the way - be they of legitinmste
or 1llegitimate birth ~ the "Schutzsteffel” will eecept responsi-
bilitvy duéing the wvar in cage of want or distrese. After the
var, when fethers have returned home, econonde aupport'will bé _
given through the »5&- in & generous way,'upon f1ling an individe
ual spplication for additional help on reasonable grounde.

Hen of the =58~ cnd future mothers of these hoped-for GERMAN children,

“show that all of you in the firm bellef in the Fuehrer and with a w.i,ll :
fa& the eternal life of cur blood and our people, sre wiliing to give all
for Germany in order that it mey live in the seme spirit of brovery in
which you sre fighting now and are willing to die for.

{esigned) H. HEBMLEE

After having st once got into touch with my Comsending ngerai with
regard to the matter, and having guined the impression that he was not
vﬁry 1ikely to teke very energetic steps for the enforcement of such a
disgreceful okﬁer, I fbrwurdea.thn =88 order through effieial‘ch@nnalﬁ. |
as officlal business, direct to GEN. H. 4» Commsnd. In my letter that
scooupsnied the order copy 1 insinuvated u poppible felsification might be
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invdlved here although I bad yroof in ny hmda besring witness 0 the
faot that the order was genulne, iy inz;inﬁatioxﬁ, the order might be a
falrication, wes mede for the purpose of Pocilitating, in the cose of
GEN. He 4o COMIAND the paseing on of the order to the AR, |

Gopi ¢ (of accompanying letier)s

THE COMMANDING OFFICER of the He 4o of the DIVISIONAL STAFF

214 INF, DIVISION | 11 December 1939
- 1 - FHCLOSURE | -
B Go GENGPAL = COMAAND KEX AuCe

Enelooed herewith please find an slleg ~i5e order, tho contents of
which, by their sheer impudence, csn hardly be surpaseed and in which owr
women and daughters are practienlly degraded to the slatug of dmssii;
anisiels for the -SS~ and for the FOLICK, as indicated in the third snd
last persgraph of the instrument. | _

Cbvicusly, it would seem, it is u leaflet distributed by the enemy'e h
‘ ﬁnfmtim service which intends to crests the mg}mmim in foreign | _
countries, thet the Gemn pecple have perted with all niandsrﬂa of
Western culture und civilisation, If this alleged ~SS-order cireulstes
among our troops holding out in the fromt lines, it ie to be feared that
ﬂmied. men, out of Tear for the fuﬁe of their beloved ones, wives, and
deughters, way sbsent themselves without leave to go home and protect ihefr

QWD
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. The order is dietributed o men of the =38~ in fleldgrey mz_ifor!%zs.
& {signed) GROPFE |
The sbove report too went, se a metter of course, t?.:s.mugh the ususl

infornatory channele to the FARTY, but beceme known to the B.EsCe, peculisi
as 1t may seem and without any coniribution on my part, end soon f;here-\
sfter Londen sterted brosdeasting literel extracts from it. |

End of December 1939 a1l HIGHIR-COMMAND poete dewn to hat of o
division received the copy of e letter marked feonfidential” vhich ues
nddressed by the C,0, of the mm-mmw%mﬁ, ~ gt that time Col, GEX,
von BRAUCHITCH, - and dated ss of 21 December 1939, to the CHIEF of the
HIGB-CCHMAND of the ARMED FORCES Col. GEW. KEITEL, with rogerd to that
partionliar HIMMLER owmiev; it mad ae followe, snd I quotes

"The eifet signifies an Infringement of the grestest snd witdl now

intact moral lave of mankind, which laws are affirmed and recognized by
the graawr vart of our pecple., It iz in contrailiction to the education
given to our ARMY, which aims to elevaete the young recruite to high mnmll '
and mlf-ucntral and to whow 8 respectiful attitude tovard the German
mother (wife) and the family. It may lead to preat conflict im the
thester of operations with the civilim populace where our iroope &re
living so close together in & narrow speces It is too cbvious, the youbthe
ful soldiers of the ARMY may think thet they also should have ﬁa.i,ty and
an aqml right alloved in their care, as bunded down in the orﬁa_r 1o the ¢ 
wife snd the POLICE.
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Undoubtedly, large sections of the p@gmlme will reject the idea ar
unlinited smexual intercourss, which would be the result of carrying out
in prectice such sn mdi.at.-' and naturally they would lock fnr_help in the
matter from the aﬁp&rior German militery authorities! Ihose soldlers,
wha, in particular were fecing the enemy in the fromt line, would féar
that ithelr deughters, aiéters, fimncees, or even their wives would not
reuain unmolested as & conweguence of this edict! It will lead to enxiety
‘and Jeelousy snd might produce serious femily troubles whieh now are even
| less daeireém.e then at any other time." - end of guote. _

These were fine words with which Lhe Commander in Chief of the ARMY
(Col, GEN vom BRAUCHITCH) leshed this shemeless order to the oL g but no
deede followed them! The (hief of the HIGH-UCHIAND of the ARMED PORCES,
Cole GEM, REITEL, to whom the letter was addressed, wes the 'wc;rthy Emthw :
of the afore-mentioned brother of the Uhief of the Ufflce for ARHI-FERUONNEL,
sud was known in the ARMY by. the nickname Ythe inflated lion," ﬁaif-her
of these brothers hed any seruples at being yamiamm 0 the Perty and
watched like s hawk the decent-minded ixut rather wesk ~ 8o far as moral
gourage went ~ character, GENERAL von BRAUGHITCH) ﬁmy sebotaged every
sttempt that vas mede to counter the criminsl intentions of the NAZIS.

That was the reascn thet r:mthing happened after the worning lebter
of appeal written by bal. GEN, ven BRAUCHITCHE. Un the contrery, the
language of the Nazis grew even more bold. In the officdal prees of the
&5« the publication "Dae Sohwarze Korps," edition dsted 4 Jan 1%0; ™
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cansplcuous comment on the HIMMLIR arder was printed conteining the fol-.-.
loving threat: "A girl who might try to shirk this ~ her high noral
duty ~ one way or another (here we heve in mind the coe other old way
that has not yet been sradiceted) ir es guilty e g deserter znd &n no .
vay different from & man who refuses to serve tnder the colors." _ |

The 1nst mentioned cetepory wse runished with the donth penalty as.
1s well know. Thip officiel comment left no doubt about whet s girl was
to expeet, Af she was bent upon seving her ?wnér.'

In a confarence of commanding officers on 4 Janﬁary I read the come
ment, which had been pressed intc my hande and uttered the following re=
merke with repard to 4t1 “"Centlemen, they told us on New Years Day that
the yeer 1940 wounld bring a decision between ue (Germany) snd ENGLAYD,
It seeme to we that, with refersvcs to ﬁz;_at I have just read to you, =
deeision will heve to come between cur lord snd the Uevil.” 4n 2 :aattér
of course, these remsrks of mine were reported to the PARTY fmmediately
by sples. The HDMLFR order meturslly struck the troops like s bombshell
and orsated e deop unrest in the minds of my aéld‘!@m. Puring my. dpily
ingpsstion round of the front I was continmuelly arprosched with questions
by my wen, who betrayed their amviety sbout their wives and dsughters uith
reference to the ediot. I utilized an opportunity which presented itself
on 6 Jamuary during an inspection of e bombardment echool in the rear, to
talk to representatives of sll kinde of unite éx‘ wy division on the el Gon
order, Hsre I spoke to them in the approximstely the following torns
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"Tomerrow, when you ren return to your rogiments erain ofter havin‘g '%mezn
on lenrve for s four week neriod, ym will :ﬂotice n _:i@ezx excitenent hasg
come over your comrades becsuse of an order fecued by Nelchrfuehrer MIMHLER
acoordlng tu which our womenfolk and girle are ovdered to permdt sexusl
mtarceufm with ;-S&m&n and FOLICE 4n order te besr children out of weds
loek. It 1= on cutrapge that sueh an crder is z}uéaible in the organlze-
tion of e Christian state. Tul 4ell all of your comrades thet the horor
of their wives and daughters is as eeered $o me as the honor of My oWn
wife and dauphter and that I ahali reotect thelr honov,Y |

Yaturally, the temor of my talk wes transmittel Imnediately to HINLER,

On 19 Jenuery, 1 received an order to report m BFRLIN on 2.1 ia.mzary
with Col, GEN, ven BRAUCHITCH. Eefore I started on the trip I uas told
to repert first to H.i. of ARNYSCNUGP-X 4n MMAVKFORTAMIN, ’};;her&, in the
abaence of PILIIMARSHATL von LEGE 1 wee informed by his Chief of Steff
O¥N, von SODEXETERN that BIMMLFR intended to teke steps agsinst me on
tl‘le. grounde of n stetute defining "melicicus intaent.” Col, G*‘ﬁ von
YITZLEBER (later executed by hemging after the 20 July 1944 sffeir), who
wae my superior officer, had reported to the ARMYSGRIUP .in writing that
he vas in enprort of my attitude and that he {vom WITZLFREN) would reeign
his pvosition ae Chlef C,0. of the I &rmy if I was censured for the 1:;:::1&@:@
snd he had. requested FIELDMARSHAL von T7EB te extend to me his bensvolence
and protection. The latter hed expressed his thenks to the Col, GREFRAL
for his coramnication ard in turn had replied thet he too was in zéupmrt
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of my sattituie and would slso resign hie vositicn if I was brought inte
eourt on the metter,

Simultancounly, Gil, von SODERSTERN deliversd to we a letter writien
by PIFLDYARGHALL von LEEB to Col. GEN, von DRAUCUITCH with instructions
to present 1t to the latier, The contente of thet letter was read w ne
and van in ite closing centende as followa, - I quotet = o _

1 place myeelf solidly behind GHX. LEUTH, GROPFE with the full Ine- |
fluence of my reputation sven if, in the heat of the Juet Indignation
sroused by a perussl of the Relchsfuehrer's cardaé to the b=, he nsed
the wrong words to express hils foelings." - end of quote, |
" The energetic support of both of these generals, noblemen in the
beost sense of the term, saved m:u from the worst, _ |

Hitler and hls accomplices could neot, st that tim, efford to treat
FPIELDMARSHALLS 1ike students. They were still needed. A sity that onl;x}
so 1ittle "public courasge" vas %Jrevalent among our goneralsy egotism mﬁ‘
with many of them & stromger foree and placed sbove the well-baing of tha'
whole people, If only we hed had more men with charveaters of von LW:E |
and von HITZILEBEN, them the prospect would have been much brighter for -
all of our peoplel

~ hrriving in BERLIN, I ¢irst peld a vislt to the Chief of the Office
for ARMY{~PEREONNEL, GER, EEITEL. Here I @ehld estublish the fact that
the Iatter had alresdy taken sides ageinst me on HIMMIER's ecomplaint withe
out giving me too e chance to be heard on the matter. (Pleese, .aaﬁ:para
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the csse of Lt. CARYE, previously mentioned) And by reproaching bhim, as
1 4id, in the mogt scathing terms, with bowing the ‘knee before evory. '
party bonzo while st the seme tive hoving nothing but kicks for elderly .
genergls, 1 sroused snew hie ennity asgainet me - & feoling shnmd by hig
brother, the FIELDMARSHALL. It wes interesting to me to hear through my
econversation with GEN, KEIVEL thet the HIMML:Ek order, advocating free love,
wag expressly confirmed by HITLER and hed cmat;ad no reseniment in only
."WO araiess those were the ARMILS of Gol. GEHe DULLAAEN snd Gole GEHe vén'
REJCHENAY, both of whom were known te be strong Nasl m;:ag;umers; _
| ‘he resulis of my intevview with Col. GE. von ﬂt’wmcﬁilﬁ:ﬁii,: lnsting
sbout two hours, seemed Lo be aatiafaatéry in every respect. 1 repartqd
ninutely on the morslly subvereive propegende In the armed f‘e:mém by the
PARTY and found him in full sgreement with sy attitude. Jo I was 511 the
wore suryrised vhen, on 31 Jamryll'aéo 1 was informed bj teleprinter of
my discharge from my position es Commender of t.lw L‘:lvwi_onl and trmafeﬂaé
to the Keserve of the U.K.H. with repidence at HAiUs Shortly thereafter
1 receaived Ja letter from the Uffice of the Chief Commsxding Gfficer of the
ARMI, which ren as followsi
LoRx
BEALIN, 6 Febe 1940

(ffice of the Chief Comsanding Officer of the ARNY,

written by an officer

tot ILt.Gen. GROPFE,
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In aonversstions with officcrs apd in gidresser direated Lo Bone
amiauimu& oftfiners ard men reprosenting 410fsrent units of 4he N4,
IRF,-DIV, you héwa wade shatamento with referoncs to tha awler for the
presarvetion sf GRAN Blood, iseued by Relohofushrer of the «0., You
have veported to ny offise orally ant 1n writing, slaiminrg that withn
thens talks and nm@ruations' vou wantsd 4o Anfluenve the wun of your
Divisten by pnﬁ‘miﬁﬂ an éﬁl{ght@n!ng and qﬁ_&ﬂ‘ﬁm&ng effont., Fean .
pornesl of the materis)l bafors me 1t 15 evident that you have shosen &
form vileh 12 in no war apnropriste %o exert o quictening snd branguillising
offpot on the rinds of the men!

Over and above that, you have ohonen tﬁl give an interpretetion of
the edint of Relohefusheor of the 83 and Chieft of CUMAY POLICE which,
vhother villingly or mwﬁlmgly, wust not Te imputed to & lending pm
ality of t-he GFRAN TIFTOR, he helng aonbniovs of Wie voeponsibilite,

In doing so, »on have censured severly t}au Relchafushrer of fhe il

ad Chief of (PRMANGPOLTIOR; 4n dealing with such questisne yom hawé
showr & lack of disoretion in & »tlitary ne vell ss 4 o political sense,
qualitier thet wurt be expeoted m an afficer ammds.ng & Mvision,

Besaure of thore findinge ¥ am sompelled to dapenne with your
serviess in your present position sxprecsing st the esue time my revers
dipappravsl. | |

In eonsideration of your previous neritorious service in war snd in
pesce, T £hall not mﬁm@r rending your neme up %o the FUTHRAR far a
dishonorabls disoharge from the WIFRMACHT, Put T wust empact that In the
future you will cheerve grester restraint in alwing your epinions on world
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affairs or on politicsl matters.
(eigned) von BRAUCHITCH

It wap obvicue, Col. GEEERAL von BRAUCHITCH, who mmny had elw
ways received me with avery sign of hmwelenea, oculd not put thmush
his own ideas, when confronted with those of HITLER and HMER in w o
crpe, It 48 interssting to compare the third paragreph of the above
letter vith a previously mentioned one of the Col. QENFRAL to the Chief
of the EIGH.COMVAND of the ARMIDFCRCEE, dated 21 Des 1929, It reminde
ms of & quotation from "Wallenstein® by Friedrich von SCHILIERs «
"paring wes the word, because the deed was not.® |

GEN, ?mﬁm von LEFE had treveled to BERLIN on ﬁplem PUrpose
%o be of help to me in ny case. Not only d1d he succeed in arramging
thet X ehould stdll vemein on sotive service and no wmﬂm ro-
ceadings be sterted sgainst mwe, but he aleo succeeded in compelling
HDOER to apologise beoause of hie propagation-order in issuing an edlet
dated 30 January 1940, copies of which were distributed to every compsny
of the ARNY. |

Even if this spolozeticelly phrased edict waw rather evasive, slnting
round the real core of the matter at is:us, novertheless 1t aimriad a
M&tﬁmuhichhenww forgot snd later turned cut %o be the main
reason for sy long imiam‘b. _ ' |

Another excuse was offered him for his hate when I sppeared a8 &
witness in court proceedings at STOLP, 16 Moy 1941, & detailed ‘bra_aﬁeasﬁ
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of uhich was given by the B.B.Ce in lster part of May 1941,

The eource of :_lnfmuti.on on these proceedings for the B.B.C. re=
sained a nystery, _ N

The acoused in the gass, o certsin EBERHARD von BRAUNSCHWEID, owner
and mmtr of & bevonial estate at LUERZCY wes placed on t.ria; before a
special court st STULP, scoused of alleged high tresscn. It wes & matter
of 1ife or death for 'ﬁ‘he acoused, but my stetemenis in court ae 8 vitness
for the defense ware such that he got off with a two-year jail term.

" Since I was well acquainted with the meen tricke of the FARTY 1
approached the senior officer of the CTOLF garrieom CEN.-MAJUR von GERMER
with 8 request to attend the court hearing nd to meke notse of my testiw-
mony. The same request I directed te the offleclal mpmmﬁtntiw at
DEFENEK AREA II. Both of these gentlemen, the latter s levyer, mede
spentanecus declarations after the trial, by seying that my statements
in qmn-t as & witness hae been indisputably blameleess. The two gmﬁimn
reported the following dey %o GEN. of ART., FOEHRENBACH, C.0 in the
same strain, | .

Four months later, on 23 September 1941, Lt. GEN. FETT from FRANK-
FURT/MAIR presented to me an order from the Uffise for ARM’K-}'"@RS{;&HEE,
signed by my “friend" KEITEL, on behalf of the Deputy=C.0, of the GEN.
COMMND IX 4.C., to whom I wae subordinate, to reeign my position in the
ARMY by 1 October 1941. o |
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The order, dated 19 September 1941, reed in pert ms follows, end I
Qﬁstal = *This messurs 1z in connection with your attimds; as o witnees
in erininal jrocsedings sgeinst the landownor-farmer von BRAUNSCHVEIG
before & epecial seseion of the County Court at STOLP. Your ettitude
wﬂl. still be mbjwﬁ M a specisl MVnatigatien the results of wiich will
deternine the kind of discherge you will be given from the ARMY. Alresdy
at this time, the CIC of the ARMY sees 1t ostablished thet Lt. GEN. GROPPE
lacks the qualities of restraint in m' province of poli‘tical'mtma lnd
sonsequently hae #ot idved up to expectations as required of him end ex-
pressed in our comsunication deted e of 6 February 1940 recuiring him %o |
do so. The question of wearing his former uniform is Wﬁewad,, ponding |
a later decislon.” | |

(signed) KiITEL

X am Pirmly eonvinved that it vas not Col. GEN. ven BRAUCHITCH but
m'. MAJOR KEITEL who wag the party who estsblished, before any :lmmtiga- _
tion vas emﬁw. that I vas lecking the reguired gualities ar'msmt
in politiosl matters, and he used Uol, OEN. von BRAUGHIZCH's neme in sa.
sttempt 1o make mischief] |

Swm of my refussl to reeign from the ARMY and my demmnd tnrla.n‘
mtmu@ and & regular hesring befere s court of honer, Lb, G¥N.
FETY then started m hesring on the contents of the letter of complaint frem
the Chief of the (MAZI-) FARTY's CFFICE, MARTIN BURMANN, deted 14 September
" 1941, in vhich the Iatter mede the silliest accusations sgainst me sbout
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- %y sttitude as 8 ﬁmsa befors the special ecurt in STOLP, These reached |
their greatest height with the sssertion that with my testimony und my
attitude I had, and I quotet - "attempted to expose the E.&.‘ﬁ.ﬁ.?. amdiu ‘
. dutiful menbers to ridieule and make it the leughingstock of the pubide.®
The complaint closed with a statement polnting out the numerous etns 1
had sllegedly committed in the HIMMLIR case and sffivmed that, having
thereby piaw& mrsau‘ eutaidﬁ of the peoplm' cmmmity I should m bo
looked upon in t.hat songed
| 14, GEN. FEIT, vho wvas canﬂueting the investization elong with Col.
OEN, of INF, SCHNISWINDY, me vell es the C.0. of the II 4,C., GFN, of ART, -
FORMRENBACE and GEN, von GRRMAR, all of these being req,umat&é to take sides
in the matter mevertheless declared that my attitude was an absolutely
| bimlaaﬁ one and in no wey objeptionable. | _

In spite of thie I wae informed by letter from CER, m:tm*» cn!‘ﬂm,
dated 16 Becwher 1941, of my diauhnrge from the ARMI, thig to take ei'feet |
on 31 December 1941, with the abeurd ramark, the measure had ne aomutm '
with the ST0LF affair. m latter matter was otill pmsdins;

My superior £.0. (GEN. SCHNIZVINDT) immedistely put in a protest
sguinet my {llsgal discherge, but naturally without success, I left ective
militery service on 31 Uecember 1941, but still entitled to vear ny uni- . -
form as  Genersl, Since I failed to hear enything more of the STOLP
affair I vrots to the OPFICE for ARMI-PRESONNEL the following sppliostiom,
putting -h through effiml channels Yy way of Deputy-C.0, 'e;zf_ .H&. Compend
of IX A.C., dated as of 16 Hafuh 9428 |



MS # B-397 | | | | -2y

HANAD, 16 March 1942

Tﬁ' ';3"!"“!-,”_- x'QQ COMMAND IX :ﬁ!c!

On 23 Septesber 1941 I wse made soquainted with the contents
of n letter, written by the Chief of the Uffies of the PARTY (BORMANE),
in which perdcus aceusations wﬁ made sgainet me In comnection with my
appearsnce ne & witness before s apscisl court in 's’mw, 16 Hay 1941, |
‘Whieh eccusations culminated in the declaration that I hed placed myself
“cuteide of the peoples' commnity” on account of my attitude befaré
sald court.

When I uas examined on the matter by Lt. GENIRAL FEIT I indl-
osted to him, all of the sccusations ageinst me were entirely ﬁaaeiau
end in order to prove this 1 nmmed meveral witnesees.

 On 25 October 1941 I received a commmnication from the Office
of the Demty«éﬁm Hetlls COMMAND IX A,C. gaying that the HICHCCIDARD
of the ARMY had tuken stepe for a hearing of the generals nsmed as witm
'mn‘aw and hed requested the file on the care,
| By & letter Mo, 10527/41, dated 16 December 1941, from the
Chief of the CFFICE for ARMY-PEREONNEL, the letter confivmed this to me,
saying that investigatios procsedinge were in progrese and thet I would
be informed on the cutcome of them. |

By now three mouths have pussed witheut my having r_mivaél any
further commnication on the case. o
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Since June 1938 on thres different eumaiahé entirely .I'maelnsa_.
and untrue acousations have been made sgainst my persmn'h;_ﬁr high and even
the highest PARTY.functioneries to the (}FFIQIQ: for ARMY-FRESONEFL, On the
first two counts none of the involved party-authorities i&ava ever 't:aken
the trouble to excuse themselves after the injustice of their complalints
had been proved. They remsined just s1lent and T have z‘szm.e::on to fear
thet this time the matter will toke a eimilar cource, |

Consequently, I meke the request herewith to the GEN M.Q.
Command ¥indly to appronch higher authordties ﬁith & view to atsm-ting
exoneration rroceedings, 1}&:*@1&111&:1;; since the stotements of the fianeimi_a
have slreedy bsen on record for five months. | |

I am nov in my a;xtieth yoar end tha-us_tneasee&, named by me;

{n several instancer still older men and exposed 2aily to the denger of -
& soldder's 1ife, Por the pfatocti:m of @y honor, wh‘iah_m- slgo that of
the offiser corps, I requert thet this investigation be brought to a
firel conclusion. o

(signed) CROPFE, T4L.OEN a.D,

Aogording to a conmmunication of the Deputy~GENIRAL H.d. Gomd IX

_ ARMY, ny application was presented on 19 March to the HIGH CAMMANDS of the
ARMED FORCES, The latter persisted in ite previous a‘ilenea. On 26 April
1942 the GYRMAN Reichetag convened where the last remnsnts of justios and
lav in the THIRD-Reich vere throun overboard and HITLIR was mciuim@d |

| sole and sutocratic judge. 1 realised at once what t.izia chenge meant for |
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we! and indeed, on 13 May 1942 I received the following lstter, the conw

tendts of which showad plainly the cosmon hete of WITLFR, end the two
KEITEL brotherss

 Hesdouartors
RIGE QOMMAND OF THF ARME] 3 Hey 1942
Fo. 147/9/42/ Pae2(ls)
To Lt. GFF A,D. GROPPE, HANAU
Bupplementary to the letter dated 16 Deserber 1941 from the
Chief of the OffSos for ARMY~FRRSONNEL and likevise in anever to yours,
 dated 16 March 1942, sddressed to the Doputy-OEN, RIGH-COMKAND of
IX 4.6, you are hereby informed thati
It has been ostablished sver since 1938 that your attitude
regarding questions on world views is not in esonformity with require-
vents se sxpeoted frow sn officer of a NationalwSosislist ARMY) FIRLDe
MARSHAL von BRAUCHITCH alss expressed this to you in his letter of 6
Februnry 1940, Regardless of this varning, net only your comnection with
 farmer von nmmm:m, vhose hostile attitude toward our present
state~form 1s universally known, but also your empbatic taking sides for
hin during crimingl proceedings ageinst the aforementioned before s
- speclal gourt of justice. |
| Minutely oonducted investigatioms and hearings of interested
parties have sstablished that your attitude and your testimony
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as a witnese iIn tﬁat .‘brial are not compatible with thﬁ annm'-_ftvlf.ioa of an
ARMY officer living In = Wationsl-Cocialist stato. In splaying such
gn attituie, you have drawn s line of eeparation belueen yourself and
the officer corps. _ | |
. 2n fuvestigstion by a court of homor, e requested by you, 48
declined because the facte are already sufficSently clemr! ﬁ |
The PURHRER and Supreme Commander of the ARMED POUCES, at a
acnference u_f military lesders, has cmmrad. your sttitude zﬁoat' sw'qrely ‘
and decreed as follovst thats. o o 4 o o 4 » |
1) Your discharge from motive military service, granting, however,
parmiesion to vear the uniferm of & Lt, GEN, of the ARMY » effective
es of 31 December 1941, ir herewith eencelled, '
2) Herewlth you ars diemissed from active military eervice, 2s of
31 Dacember 1941 without permission to sontime weering your
uniforms |
Your capeeity as & puperior-ranking offizer end your right to besr fhﬁ
title, hitherto sccorded you, of General lLeutnant e.D., arée mo lm
recognized. | o |
| {signed) KEITEL, |
| OENERAL-FIRLDMARSHAL
‘ At the eame time I was informed thet in consideration of a mmlutm
paesed during a session of the Relchetsg on 26 April 194»‘2 ’ jt.ha sbove &e—é
¢ision wes final and no spreal pcmible.. o
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Theough the sforementioned decree I war practicelly -eutléwéd and.
exposad to every trickery. I did not have to wait for very long, In
Augast 1942 I wms summoned by the GESTAPO for m henring with reference
to & letter I had written to a young soldler énr the var front, an& whiok
hed besn opened. They sesmed to look with suspieion upon my amusﬁon'
in that letter “our belovad Fuehrer® - which I had underliined (r‘iét withe
out reason) and 1t appesred ironicel to them ss an attempt to exert a
disintegrating influence on the WWEHRMACHT.”

'Ga. 1 Ootober 1943, in sccordance vwith the laws for univerag'l enploy~-
went I vas azeigned for vork to the MANAUER - PLATINDM - METLING - PLANY.
Here I was to take nare of matters pertaining $o the protestion of the
plant from alr attacks, which service I'Mfﬁ}_ad a8 honorary uir warden
without pay. Bven in this huge slent I wae surrounded and vatched by
spies; numerous eomplainte directed apeinst me for slleged utierances of
defestien wers msde to the genoral mensger Dr. ¥, ﬁ.‘ HERABUS aaa the
foremen &cmtm'r, tut thepe twe men peid ii’tit.:l.e sttention to such cinnmmeinge;
One informer, however, reported to the GESTAFO direot and 1 wes sumoned
there for interrogation. But neither the disintegration of the MHEERMAGIHT™
nor wy “defeated uttersnces” hed any viefble effect st thet time; thes§
ut.t@ra were “put in the leshox® for a leter dete. |

The attempt at seseceinntion of HITLER, 20 July 19:11., provided the
tyrannical Nasie wit?z duim& pretexts to dispose of all of their disliked
elements. Early on 21 July 1944 I too wes srrested and brought to
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WIESBADEN before =itbie ﬁbergruweni‘aahrer SUMANN for w hesring. After a
short interrogation I was again ml@as@d...... | | ,

“n 4 hugust 1944 1 wse summoned to appaar before ihe ﬁeiuhzz&riegsgariwht
(felchs Court Yarilsl) at TORGAN, Judge~GiRERAL HOFVANN, e informed me .
that ‘inveaugat,ious were being conducted on the abaw-mmtjimé&' tWo casees
1} for disintegration of the WEBRMACEY and 2) for defetiet utterances,
vhich had been reported to the GIGTAPU. These e pases anﬁ ‘the reasons |
for my &iamimml from sctive service and also he FTOLY Juneident would be
the eubject of & thorough investigstdons Hy dislike of the Faais e
nonconpliance with the order to use the GENVLY salute, weve .alaso held
against me end reinforeed by polnting out tm{, rIrLD-mﬁEﬁfaL ml’i“;:!.s had
written & most unfevorsble report sbout me. The latter, it was clear,
had agsln expressed his "benevolent® interest in wy person. | 7
' In fﬁirneas te ibe Judge-leneral I must asy that .he obvicusly fe’ui
very ushappy sbout me in his c#pacitsr m'investiga‘bing megletrate, These
proceedings h&djbam forced upen him S}f the two Khnk&, bm‘thefa , b I
had the impreseion he wes fully eware of the ebsurdiiy of the s;ﬁ.mtim.‘-'
He diemissed me, spesking in & friénﬁly mar w.ttﬁ a yronise to check
on my whole military record to £ind cut sll exonerating cimnﬁaba#aw' in
wy defenee. _ | |

But there was snother one.who hed not forgotten: HIMILER. | n 10
August 1944 I ves arrested in HANAU by the GESTAFO by a direct order of
HDMLER snd taken Yo DARMSTADT priscn the ssme dey. There I ﬁas_.aaarahed :
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and snything I cerried in my pockets, including my wristwetch, wae taken
sway from me, Folice Sorgeant WIEGAND, a gwod—na’mreﬁ man, werloékad 8
volume of the Kew Testament on purpose. During my detestion there, last-
ing 2/ woeke, thet man slweys showed & decent end benevolent sttitude
tovard me end sll the other politiesl priecners. I must say the seme of
two other polioce sergeants (prison guerds) JARHBLING and HITZE. JAEHRLING
tock pains to pass letters and other communicetione beiween the prisoners
and their relatives snd in 5o doing exposed himself to groat personal
hasarde, MITZE, in o cheerful and self-sacrificing menner wae responsible
for saving our 1ives, during a eevers air sttack upon the City of DARMSTADY
in thé right of 11 September 1944. Hated all round was Police Bergeant
{pricon guard) REINING who trested the foreign prison-immates in & really
trutal and beastly vay! |
The GESTAPO prison held in the sverage shout 500-600 prisoners,
among them, besides the Germene, were Frenchmen, Belglane, lintemburgers,
Eﬁnhnn and Poles. Since prison space vas imdmuute, the prisonere
frequently were crowded together in an ishumen wey. One peor Ruselan,
arriving at the prison more desd then alive, was lying around inat: el leye
way dey and night oovered with hie own excrsta! One day he was miseing,
It was sald they had shot him. -
:Na or three other priscners, they eaid, hsd also been shot. |
Awong the Gerssn prisoners were three former deputies, two former
mesbers of the Heseian Diet s Mr, GALM, sad Mr, WESP aud one Dr. BOCKIUS,
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a :E‘am member af the German Relchetag, One day, the latter \ma taken

to & mmtmtion canp and. 88 I read in t.he vaper recently, had bem

mrderod there,. ‘i'hare was a mtinunll m&ng and going nmeng .ths priscn
population. Those that were transfarred, turned up leter in m concens
‘Aration camp; among them vere two Catholle priests of LUXEMBURG natdonality.

1 enjoyed the "privilege® or oceupying & eingle cell by wyself, which

vas nll_oaned' by Ruselan prisoners. -Agmcabio a8 it way seem in meny respests,
not having to share a cell ﬁith_.sm other prisoners, the loneliness vas
slsost killing, Sines my vatch had been taken evay from me too, Ihed mo

m of checking the time and passed the daye without being able to count
the hours. Gradually I learned to deternine the epproxiste time by the |
‘altitude of the sun snd from different recurring nofses within the prisen.

- The frequent eir alarmss vere & real blessing. Then we vers conduoted tnto
. the cellar ~ vmilts, whers ome could ccmmunicete in whiapers with other

: fullw-pr:lmnern. At night, of course, this wes not & e&m’nau: to be

| rousm vhen the mss of mma and Polish prison irmates, who would
 otherwise be vorking outeide of the insbitution during dsytine, vere over-
. erwdingf-hepren&us; spuce wak then limited ssomah, mhadtashnﬁup

| clossly pressed wm. 4 conpequencgs of these meelinge wms the come

. pideratls spread of ltee all over the plase. The bessts bothered me &

- grest doallmt 1 'bdbk it an smthing like & substitute for this year's
 Jost Wunting sesscu. | |

| M. ﬂrat, the food ﬁu;:p].y wee sdequante, but after the air attack in
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the night of 11 Septesber 194, which resulted in the destruction of the
City of DARMETADY, it wae reslly pitiful. Spiritusl attendence by a meme
“ber of the clergy (horribile dictu J) wae of coures not availeble ina
GESTAYO prison. Already in 1937 or 1938 HITLER expressed himself during
 ¢; visit ‘ta the Ordensturg "VOGELSANG" se follows, and 1 quote: "I shall
erush Ghriet&&nit& with my oot like 2 pqiamua t#ml‘-'; end of gquote.

That d1fficulty ves partly meetered too in spite of all ansge} how
4% was done muet yet remain my secret, The R.C. Church hsd hed experienae
‘over since the days of the catacombe, | |

15 August 1944 I wes taken before GESTAFO Inspector WANGIMAN, for
interrogation. He said %o me that he could mot disoloss the reason for
ny arrest but hintod by inmusndo, my religlous sttitude wes o factor in
the cass. WAHGEMANN said the FURHRER hed ordered that questions on world
vievs should take s vest during the VAR, but afigr the WAR » o o & 7

When I told him I hed already been sumoned for & heoring and inter-
rogated at TORGAT, he salled up the min—af!’ia& of the Rolichesicherheite -
Amt in BERLIN and, having received informeticn, abruptly terninated the
interrogation that hed jast started., On ﬁhe somi night s prison imt;a,
vio ves suployed in vork st the telepbone switohboard,told me the mainw
office of the Helshssicherhsits~int in BERLIN hed sent s teletyped message
as followss - “Investigation ageinst GEN. OROPPE %o be discontimued since
50 gounts of indiotment are st hand." - And the Reichskriegsgerisht (Reiehs-
Courtaertial) at TORGAU had wired $hat "the investigation procsedings
ageinet me beld ont no promise for sy sucoses,"



1 am not -m'_n gsoaatia:i.'m eonfirm the truth of these statements by
. 'tb‘s.s prison mts, who algo claimed to have overheard an orally made
{nttemneg of a GESTAPO officisl to the following effect: “Ve sre going
to let this Cathollc dog stay in Jil further for avhile.”

. Indeed, the RIGH-COMMARD of the ARMED-FORCES (CuKoHa) had Plgured
: with my transfer to the detention fortrese of Gmszmw, ag sen be
ahm htar, but HIMMLER hed given ordere thet I was to stay in the
DARMETADT prison becsuse a disappesrance for good could be nore emelly
arrvenged from there. Lat.ér events, crowding fast on esch other, and
aapiraﬁiem tovard a certain amount of "re-insurance” may have caused the
GEETAPC-1nspector to issue orders for my transfer in the middia of Jumsry
‘ 1945 to the detention fortress of KUESTRIN, to which place the formey
irmater of GERMEASHTIM had been transferred meanwhile.

" ¥or that ressom, cell number 18 was to be my living quarters for
snother five monthe, |
| . During all that perdod I wee permitted cutside to breathe fresh air _
for altogether only six hours, In spite of thie, my health remained quite
ﬁatimfmw. |

During the course of this long etay, my conditiom graduelly got better

thanks ‘o tne sacrificing and ever cautdous sttitude of my coursgocus wife.
Afier a{ perdod 'a:'" only two weeks she suceeeded in being permitted fo pay
ne. weekly visite of from vem w twenty nimten, She brought me clean |
iluunéry, foada‘mffa, smoking material and even wine and coffes, end booke
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- Yoo, explaining to the prieon gusrde in a csléver way that theee privileges -
were grented by higher autherdty, But indesd, nevoer had any such permise
sion been giﬁn; bt by end by the guarde grew saecustomed to 1t 'and soomed
to balim it thainaelwu. They were sinple-minded, good nstured mﬁ vho
bad gotten thelr popiticn by resson of the Fmergeney Service lav, |

The distepce from HANAU to DARMETADT 18 ebout 50 kms, and every week,
_7 ny vlfa; accompanied by our youngest son, a boy of 17 yeare, traveled thie
distance turdensd down with heavy packages. Beceusge of the bed military |
reputation of his father they hud sbeteined from drafting (fortunstely!)
the btoy into the pervices, Frequently the rullroed connsction was inter~
rupted, lwhiah then entailed negotimting = large part of the 100 km-ﬁia-tm
by valking. Frequently my vife end the boy needed Fifteen houre to neke
the trip, when air sttacks compelled them to take cover. But they always
resched their destination in epite of sll herdship end hesards.

| In -ﬂm night of 11 September 1944 the City of DARMETADY was almost

nmﬁle‘t«e’ly destroyed by an E.4.F. ettack. 3Bat the prison establishment
vas spared me through some marvel, They seserted the British f1llers had
~ marked the vegion in the alr eﬁm the prison institution with 1ight
 signels, ' o
. But nevertheless, the conditions within thie osesn of flm wers
© frightful. (me hed & fesling of being suffocated in the intence hest.
 While I steyed in the rrison st DARMSTADT, my spartment in HARAU
. was deetroyed during an air sttack, Around the vame tine, ny sldost son,
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who wep then attonding tha w#ilitary college at HARTHFIACER s8 & t;;sr-as«_psmtiﬁ
éf‘fiw# candddate, vae :}&x;oesad, off the liet and eliminmted by ordezi of the
EI&M@%&SD of the ARMIDFCRCES (RFITFL) for sllegedly being politieslly
| unrelisble, and tr#nﬁfemfl Tor yervice to a repilacenent treining unit,
This order ceved the rbay'_'a 1ife; only e few daye affer his truncfer, that
mtieulaz* college woe annihilated by Ruseden Torces. |
' | Cn 18 J’anusryll%ﬁ, exeetly 24 wecks after my arrivael in the prison,
I -w@m informed of my trensfer to ihe detention fovtrese of KUZIIRIN, the
move being scheduled for the sowe dey. The shedow of KASTE ruse thraaw
ingly in ny mind, But I have never lost fafth in the Lord; Mo vould proe
- tect e e:quaily in KUESTRIN as e had done anyvhere, And thet proved to
bé the omse. Accompanied by twe CESTAPC officlals, T arrived st the
‘;-iete;ntian fortress of vaisﬁim in the evening of 19 Jenusry 1945, vhere
the C.0. of the fortrese, Dre LEVSSING, MLJOR in the PESERVES received me
in & most chivalvous snd accommodsting manzer ; cod ascigned ne to a welle
' furniehod and lerge Ok After such é rrolonged etey in srdson in a
_ single ::éll I felt now ae if I had core inte Heaven.

Tﬁa High Gmﬁ of the ARMED FORCES (0.¥..) had notified the
PORTRESS Commend of KUESTRIN of 1y trensfer with the following orders
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ceecerot Order

Lt GEE%‘; f..i’). Theodore GRUITE has been detalned by order
of the Relchefuehrer «fie at the farti*ess of GERMIR:EEIN since the micidh |
of August 1944, now st KULSTHIN.

|  He s to be treated as prisoner under lovestigation (before

trial} *
By order:

{signed) MEISEL

To thie typawritten order, GENEFAL MEISEL hed added the following
1Mm with indelible peneil: "Doss not desorve gﬁad treatoent in
consideration of ¢ireumetances of the case.”

Odving such an imstruction in the THIRD Refch, required ho further |
ocement on the mesning! The above-nsmed GENERAL MEISEL was the sawe one
who with GENERAL BURCDORY had sssaseinated FIELDMARSHAL ROMMEL on the
order of RITLER; perstmally I was not soquainted with him., JHe signeds
"Sh,," fee. "im Auftragh ors by orderj - Who were those who had ordered
BAR? s.eee I susume they were the KEITEL hrothers. |
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The inatMent but geeme to confirm that my lemg detertion In the
DARMBTADT prison was the outeome of & epeclel order of HIWIIR's, which
hed beon Eepﬁ secret by him from the Offlee of the OINHCOMMAND of the

ARMED FORCKS,

- In falrness to the ehivalrous snd dlscreet Commander of the detention
fortress KUZZTRIN, I have lo sey thei, contrmyy to hie ordere, I vas never
treated discrininetely es & prisoner wnder inmvestigaticn, but like any of
tﬁhe other gentlemen thet were held In RUSDIRIN e¢ honorsble detelnere,
and I was slways tr@aied in e dignified end conslderate manmer.

: #a Job as abm#samier' wae & very diffieult one. Eiw pw—élerk RAN,

in civilien life an zzlem@tary schoul teasher snd yropogenda oretor for |
" B r&ietriét, and one ncn-camﬁissﬂimﬁed officer, SILEAMEIER Ly neme, were
cmfirmed TRTY eples ancz made no honeg sbout telling the Commender I'mnkly
that all of us aﬁauld be strung up on the gallow, and walching suspiclously
ell maéur@s teken by him, RANF bragged thet he had been ihe oug being
reﬁ;mﬁsible for the ‘shwting of Lt. CFN, Count SPONECK in CERMERSTITTH |
fortress efter the 20 July 1944 affalr. Dut ¥AJOR LRUSZING ves & naster

st pregerving face before thg PARTY snd simultareously l@oking oul decidedly
'for our intsrests toc, His thoughte and opinfcns were wholly in line with
oure, and during hours, where cur lives were st steke, he proved It by

hi.a couregecus end wise sotions, For this we will mever be able %o thanle
hin dn full.

The inmates éf the det#ntiém fortress were preddminamtly *honoreble
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detsdness” which sgain were divided in iwo groups:
.g)‘ i

nearect relativos wers In coricin cases under strung suwsplelcs,

i Yeeey nenbere of the ARMY whose

or else had been execuled for perticipstion in the conwiracy |
of 20 Jul,y 1944 They wers ag follows:

YT TR A S

Ly cousin ol CGoneral von Stuelpnegel,

brother of the General of like nane,

Ly son of the Fleldmseshal vels, who was

brother of the executed

(by hanging) high school profeesor FAIRER, |

deder HOEPHER, son of Col, Gen. HOVPNER, execubed by hanginge
_ SLEL, son of Ambassador ven AEIEL, oxecuted Wy
hanging. )
W gon of tho Fleldmarshal ?&ULUE:, {: L, IHGRAD)
bast. Judge, brother of

attorney-at-loaw IRTH, sxecouted by hanging.
faml 1L, who bed shown s highly ousplieloue attitude
on the 20 July 1944 occurrence, in the opinicn of the GRUTAPO,

werest

SCHARL, CeOs of B(}HEI%‘I& wrd ORAVIA
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GEN, of BRVCEIDLFORCTS, BARON von BLSHICK, Deruty-Commanding

General in VITNNA,

ZINCER, Commendiny OPficer &n VIENMA,

Ly Chlefl of Dheff with Fieldwarshel

L SPUULSTNIN, Commending Ufficer of e
Pivisions on hie own repested urpent vequeste he was later
reinctatol egaln with the rork of Major in the =85,

R, Y1, Commander 4n FPRANKPURT/MAIN,

VITE, ¥il, Commender in FRFIMT,
) TUrther s.esceserese
' Lts fen. 8.0 OPOTTE, former CuU. of 214 Inf, Mv, e prisoner
under invertigation.
It Cene n,0. of the ROVAL NETHTELAMOS sPY, vep RUELL,
former C.U. of the PUFICH.ARMY, eentenced to desth, but

execution deferred by order of HITIFR,

T, o Horwepdsns, sentenced té death
. but sentence commited to 1ife impricorment in a Portress. |
Col, BALLEL, Jlovehisn M1, Attnche In BYELIN, se nrisoney
under investigation. |
Thaﬁké to the obliging attitule of Major LVUSSING, all of ue had fair
1iberty of movement witnin the wwlls of %e- fortress, took :ﬁur'meala to-
gether in the Cagino ﬁeaa hall smd eould vigrit each other at m' tima in
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our rooms, These latier vere well furnished, but very cold, The large
_pooms of the eastle barracks sould not be heated comfortsbly with the
swell smount of cosl placed at our disposal,

| In spite of the laughsbly lnscourate apd highly diluted reports
tssued by the 0,K.M., it was & fact thet the Russians vere coming nearer
every day. In the night of 30 Jenuery 1945 we left our fortress prison
in open motor trucke in bitter cold, for WITTENBERGE o/RIBE, srriving
there the Tollowing morning in a frosen-stiff condition. e found here
acsonmodations in the hobel "GOLDEN PAGIE" from which ve wore permitted
%o teke dally walks. Our hasty esoaps from KUFSTRIN a# wade not one
instant too early. Alvesdy the next dsy at nvon, Russlan armored cars
appesrad end penetrated into the town,

On 24 February 1945, = the Russians approached closer agaln ~ we
were placed into a speoial R,R, car ani treveled by the reilroad (without
 having any partiouler destination) for four days all over the country in
search of & safe place of refuge; always kéeping in aind to avoid any
58w unite and with the intention of getting closer to the ARMIES of the .
K1isd Torases which were then approsshing from the West.

Onoe durlng our trip the train wes attacked by the enewy alr forae
" and our losomotive wes destroyeds two of the train passengers got killed
and elght vers wounded, Imskily, our group emerged without a serateh.
 On 28 Pebruary 1945 ve Pinslly arcived at LUDHIOSBURG, finding asocmmoda-

ticps in the "BAFR HOPEL,” etaying there until 15 March 1945, Here I was
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' able to colebrate & short-lived reunion vith my wife and yousgest son who
bed succeeded, despite all difficulties, in reaching the towm. =

 The pricon institution vee shifted on 15 Varch 1945 to OBERSTENFELOE,
 county of HEILEROWN, Here the snti-Nasi end honest population improved
pur scanty memu by veluntary gifts - comtributions of food for our main-
tenance. Dislogied from there by soms HICH-COMMAMD-ARMY-STAFF, ve pro-
oeeded to GOENNINOEN, county of REVILLNGEN, arriving there 1 April 1945,
Here ve got {nformation on 15 April 1945 of an order fssued by Himler o
* 4he previous day tast all of ue should be dome ausy with. Faymester RARF
tried very hard to set the GESTAPO ot TUEBINGEN om our track, but in vain.
That same night ve eposped under the lesdersbip of our Commander to
WBIHGEKM from there to PFULLENDORF in esarch for e refuge and
finally, troveling at aight in an open motor truck and in teaming rein
after & wild cheee snd an eight hour ride, arrived in the "HEHZBERGY mone
astory nesr IMMERSTADY om ALPSEE on 22 April et 0400 hours, Here, Frier
R Eﬁﬁﬁ& of the PALLOTINE order reselved our group with sincers hospitelity. -
We would find a 1ittle rest now, so ve thought, sfter all the hardship,
and oculd dry cur wot clothing. On the rosd, lesding along the foot of
the i:!ll on vhich the monsstery wee situsted, one could observe during the
folloving days retreating troope in dissolution, merehing in an easterly
ddrection. One bad & sure esling the Allies eculd not be very fer distant

.mt
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ﬁajer’ LEUBSING :!.n oongequence thereof deeided to dissdve the deten=
tion prison on 23 April 1945; he gave written certificates o each of us
stating that he had set us free. Our guards hed dressed in mufti and they
also vere relessed, Lt. Gen. SINZLIGER, an Austriss, left us, trying to
wake hie wvay to his home in Austris. Moet of the members of the Steff,
anong ﬁuu Payuaeter RANF and non-commissioned officer GILBERMAIER, took
lsave. Only e fev decent fellows, baving their femilies in the Weetern .
ares, steyed with us.

- A pity it vas we should not enjoy very leng owr well-deperved rost

in pafety. Om 25 April 1945, sbout 2300 hours, ~55-, armed to the testh,
penstrated into the nmonsstery, which they had surrcunded previously under
oover of darkness in order to get st and do mwuy with us. The aituation
‘wan mighty eritical, tut Major LEUSSING mastered 1t In & Jiffy he domued
hls wniform and poinied cut to the leader of the bend, HIMMUER hed aent
special 'ow«m to him through an sir-foree officer holding him (LIUSBING)
striotly reeponsible for the safety of the officers under detention, The -
latter vere all higher Gemerel Steff officers, holding the highest decorsw
tions recelved for meritoricus mervices, vhom the Reichsfuehrer <55- was
retaining for a ap'.mi task.

The positive inflinching attitude of Major LEUSBING imposed upon the
sgnorant desder of the ~55-, The latter spologised by eaying he hsd been
vrongly informed snd withirew vith hie men. ALl of us were graauym-
1leved thexsupon, o |
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But it seemed quite evident they would come back sgain after finding
out they bad been deceived, ,Earlf in the morning 26 April 1945 our host
Friar PETFR KRUCK went on our behalf to an out-of-the-way villege celled
URNAU looking for other billete. Only the mayor of the village, RIST,
and the Osthellie priest Moneignore SCUMIRDRER were let in on the searet
sbout our identity, For all the other inhabitants of the village, 260
altogether, we posed as simple evacusted refugees, Thees two brave men
#nmw quite vell thet 1t vas a ganble, with cur lives at stake, if the
58 would trase us to the village, but, without a moment's hesitation
they declared their willingness to glve us shelter, So we made our
departure from HPRZBYRO wonastery on 26.Apr11 1945, Nobody was informed
ihant our destination, Under cover of darkness ve stopped Just outside
of URNAU village and arrived singly and in small groups st our prearranged
-Qusignad billete, Instructione were ilssued to evaryone, nobody was to
leave his billetl or house until further netive. In great tensien,

27 and 28 April passesd by; emall ”“Q bande showed up in the villare and
ita environsg but our group remained unﬂateﬁted.

In the mennttme, Just the thing ve had feared and expested in the
mnnnntany HERZUTRG, dld happen, On 27 April 1945 the »58- bend sppesred
again. But the birds they were looking for and whioch they wante&.tu
oateh, had disnppaareé. Peter YRUCK aould not he fourd, snd the
rnﬁaining irmates ﬂf.the ronastery could glve sssurances to the hest of
‘thair ¥nowledge and bolief, of not having the faintest knmfladga of our
wharnaboutu.



¥ f 3397 - | e

Cursing wiakedly, the =28~ band withdrew again.

On the follawing day, Paymaﬁtar RANY appearsd agein at the monmtm
and Saonfided" to Priar Peter FRUCK: -"a good Catholie in mmmc:xmmmm
had heard the =88 wera looking f”or ug end wanted to kill usi'~ He
{KRUCK) ehwm tell him vbere we were in order to he ebls to glve warnings
to our group. Peter KRICE professed he could not tell kim,

4. Oen., van ROFLL and two younger gentlemen ax_ad ryself had been
astigned billets in the R, O, Rectory 2nd we received touching attention,
Many storles of perpetrated atrueitiéa hy roaming ‘ands of the Sl |
Mstmted inte our bide-cut, teld to have been sommitted ohiefly on
lonely situated farm houses. 'hat would happen to the rtsuneh inhabiiants
of this village 1f, sfter all, the ~9%e would dissover ue here?

. fuddemly, on 29 April 194%, & Sunday m@ming, ae We were jush
having our broekfast, the rolse of wmotors could be heard ard scon
thereafter two PAFKCH AMMORPD TANKS stopped right In front of the
Restory. Thenk the lord, nov we were saved! 72 years old General van
ROFLL who, by the way, was president of the DUT RFRENCH-Alllance and
GRANDENTGET of the LPGION of HONOR, hurried towsrd the lesder of the
reconneissance detectment, fapt, de PIRIF, like a youth and descoribed
our plight to him. After Cept, de BONIE had greeted us, he soon drove
to SIGMARINOEN, the H,Q, of the C. GFHRFRAL of the FRENOHWIX ARMY, taking
General van ROFLL and three other foreign gentlemen with him.

Gen, BETHOUART, C. O, of the FRENOH I ARMY paid us a visit on the
folloving forencon, congratulating us on our liberstion and promising the



LA | o 25

protection of the FRENCH m,mmr ADTHORITIRG, With fall nbamﬁr'a:

- movement we were to remaln in URNAU until the nécaa;sm interrogntions
had been completed snd the recuirsd travel permits for enbering the
Amerioan and Pritich zones, respectively, hed heen granted by the
wilitary authoriﬂas. Bosides, General BITHOUART had #lresdy been
infme;t about our group by feneral wan Roell,

Bessuse of a change in the PORKON MILITARY OCMAKD the interrogation
of our group proceeded very elowly end it produced o aaw,ré poyehological
stress on our minds., 1% was a long $ime since we had nevws 'r-,:.f‘: any kind
from our nearest relstives anei. the fear the Fogls might have Jdone somew
thing to them, was in our minds, Dul late in June, this anxiety was
removed rm vy wind vhen gll of a sudden wy deughber appesred in
URNAU for a visit, She bad travelel from FRASKTURTAIALN, where she
attended lautﬁree, in search for the bturial place of her ather, because
she had assumed that, after the NTMMIFR order, dated as of 14 April 1945,
the killing of her father might bave cesurred and that sush an event
hed to be taken into acoount, Thanke to the chivalrous support of the
- FREICH authorities, she succeeded after a long search in finding me here,

Early 1o Aagust 1945, the FRENOV %JAR.(}FFICS?: 1szued orders granting
our final iberstion; the travel permits Tor entering the Ameriean and
British sones respectively, were granted by the occupation suthorities
in the ﬂddle of Ootober, lNeanwhile we enjoyed the uniimited hospitelity
of the honest inhaditants -of URNAU, knowing now oué sctual identity ever
#inos the arrival of the TREMCY FORCES, 4 sineere friandahip bad
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div’eleyad betwesh the zallant inhahitents and ourselves and we helped
them in the harveeting operaticns to the best of our ability.

The emplm ettitude of the deeply religious psople of UARAU
gmd their d4ieinclination for the Nazls were fully acknowledyed by the
PRENCH military aushorities, Upon the recosmendatian of General de
HONTSABFRT, the URNAU comeunity wss exempted [rom all req{_uimtiming‘
measures and of #my end a1l billeting in view of, and with epecial
reference to, the Talthful services rendered to our Froup.

Gu:.? upright comsender {(Major LEL:: IHG), not being in a posiltion te
elaim the privileges of a politisal prisonsr, was aset free irmedintely
in recognition of his highly commendsble attitude. My eldest son, 2
prisoner of var in FRYECH hands, was also set free by the ahivalrous
£, 0. of the TREKCH osoupstion troops, Gen, de MONTZALTAT, a8 was sald,
in recognition of the attitude of hie fathers

The day of our leave taking and departure ‘rom the honest ir&aabitanta
of URKAU drev neer. Ye Were to ses our own relstives soon, Urest as
our joy was to see our own agalnh, so painful was 1% for ue all to say
goodbys to our friends here. Yvery single ope of the villagers had
done one or ancther service for us, and this was particulsrly true of
the filgnified local priest Monseigneur SCIHIEDYH spd Vajor RIST.

Automobile transportation to the berder of their scoupation zone
was made svellable to us by PRENCH militery suthorities in a noat
obliging manner, I traveled to IUTLINGEL on 2% Ogtober 1945 and I hed
excellent billeting sccommodation assigned to me by the TEFNTH locel
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military Gommander. After sn sbsenoe of 14f months, I arrived in HANAU
by train on the evening of 27 Ootober, returning again to ay {amily.

Much to my regret, inforpetion reached me too late, 1, e. only
after my arrival in KARAU, whizh ghowedlthat the American Bil, TGoverpment
had evén eent 8 car all the vay daﬁn to GEEAY in order to provide
transportation frem there direat to my howe im DADAL.

The latter town hed since baeen reduced to a plle of ruins and
debris. In ruilns, too, we see the GrAEAE ATIOH, It wes bound to teke
#uch & turng our Lord camnnot be mocked uppunished. Cuy poor deluded
people tmok the wrong road by fursaking the Lord; it was peying humage
to a false idol, Hay the German people draw the conteguentes and learn
a lecson from this terrible fate that now justly hes come down upon 1%.
If it does that, there ir hope that it will again be a people with truly
Chrietian tendencies and the Lord will show wmerey on the now crushed
FPATHIRLAND and velnstate it in the position it was in during former deyst
& HOLY GERLAN EMPIRN,

I cannot terminete this report withoul sy heartfelt thenks to all
those who have shovm we their friendsiip in all the bitter years of Yasl

domtnation,
My sinasrest therks €0 to our all-merciful Lo, whose fatherly

hands have conduoted me through all the numerous hasaris in mereiful

guidance.

(signed) GROPPE






